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Columbus, and, steering to the westward, fell upon the
island, which, from that time, was called by the English
Newfoundland. Our princes seem to have considered
themselves as entitled, by their right of prior seizure, to
the northern parts of America, as the Spaniards were al-
lowed, by universal consent, their claim to the southern
region for the same reason; and we, accordingly, made
our principal settlements within the limits of our own dis-
coveries, and, by degrees, planted the eastern coast, from
Newfoundland to Georgia.

As we had, according to the European principles, which
allow nothing to the natives of these regions, our choice of
situation in this extensive country, we naturally fixed our
habitations along the coast, for the sake of traffick and
correspondence and all the conveniencies of navigable
rivers. And when one port or river was occupied, the
next colony, instead of fixing themselves in the inland
parts behind the former, went on southward, till they
pleased themselves with another maritime situation. For
this reason our colonies have more length than depth;
their extent, from east to west, or from the sea to the
interiour country, bears no proportion to their reach along
the coast, from north to south.

It was, however, understood, by a kind of tacit compact
among the commercial powers, that possession of the .coast
included a right to the inland; and, therefore, the charters
granted to the several colonies, limit their districts only
from north to south, leaving their possessions from east to
west unlimited and discretional, supposing that, as the
colony increases, they may take lands as they shall want
them, the possession of the coasts, excluding other naviga-
tors, and the unhappy Indians having no right of nature or
of nations.

This right of the first European possessour was not dis-
puted, till it became the interest of the French to question
it. Canada, or New France, on which they made their
first settlement, is situated eastward of our colonies, be-
tween which they pass tip the great river of St. Lawrence,